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!'■;  CHANGE  OF  EDITORS 

During  the  last  two  yearst  Tom  Madron  has  been  responsible  for  produc- 
ing this  N£iiiiet.ler .  This  Issue  brings  to  a  close  his  direct  responsi- 
bilities In  the  often-thankless  tasks  of  soliciting  contributions*  edit- 
ing its  contents*  and  preparing  /  photo-ready  copy  in  machine  readable 
form.  Since  this  N£asl.eti.e£  is  lASSIST's  primary  vehicle  for  keeping 
each  of  us  informed  of  activities  related  to  our  profession*  I  want  to 
thank  Tom  for  his  contribution  to  lASSIST's  formative  years.  Tom's 
experience  will  continue  to  be  critical  as  lASSIST  moves  into  its  'tth 
volume.  He  will  remain  an  important  member  of  the  Publications  Commit- 
tee* which  will  assure  continuity  of  the  !iS.!iS.t.£i.t£L'£  publication. 

Al  ice  Robbin 

The  new  editor  beginning  with  Volume  4*  Number  1*  will  be  Howaro 
White*  Drexel  University.  He  can  be  reached  at  < 2 1 5 )895-2t81  or 
(215)695-2475.   Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to: 

Howard  D.  White 

Graduate  School  of  Library  Science 

Drexel  University 

Philadelphia*  PA   19104 
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PRELIMINARY  ANNOUNCEMENT 
and  CALL  FOR  PAPERS 


INTERNATIOHAL  PERSPECTIVES 

ON  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  THE   SOCIAL  SCIENCES: 

MANAGQlENr,    TECHNOLOGY,    AND  POLICY 


1980  May  2-1* 

(Friday,    Saturday,    Sunday)* 


Dupont  Plaza  Hotel 

Washington,  DC 

USA 


sponsored  by 


Inlar national  ataeclatlon  lor  •eclat  aclonc* 
Cid'    -infof nvalion  tcrvica  and  teclinology 
OlOl   I'associat  Ion  Interna  I  Ion  ■!•  pour  lea 

■  ervlce*  et  ttclinlquet  d'l  nl  orms  t  I  o  n  on 
science*  social** 


The  objectlvea  of  lASSIST  are  to  encourage  the  establlsfanent  of  local,  regional, 
and  national  centers  for  the  collection,  aalntenance  and  distribution  of  statis- 
tical databases,  and  to  provide  an  International  foruo  for  the  discussion  of  the 
policies  and  problems  relating  to  such  Information  centers. 

Papers  on  any  relevant  topic  are  solicited,  but  especially  welcome  are  those  that 
discuss  the  following  broad  topics.  (Submission  details  are  on  the  back  of  this 
page.) 

1.  Management  and  operation  of  local,  regional,  national  or  International  data 
collection,  distribution  and  archival  agencies;  their  legislative,  judicial 
or  executive  mandate;  effects  of  mandatory  response  on  data  characteristics; 
confidentiality  and  appraisal  policies  or  guidelines. 

2.  Impact  of  emerging  technologies  on  the  collection,  distribution,  use  and 
archiving  of  statistical  and  textual  data:  very  large  storage  devices.  Inter- 
national digital  co^minlcations  networks,  cable  networks,  analytical  and 
graphical  software,  specialized  database  computers. 

3.  Major  policy  issues  facing  the  collectors,  distributors,  users,  and  archivists 
of  statistical  and  textual  data:  conflict  between  Data  Protection  Boards  and/ 
or  Privacy  Acts  and  Che  needs  of  governments  and  research;  national  limita- 
tions on  transnational  data  flow;  public  (govenaental)  versus  private  (corpor- 
ate) collection,  distribution,  use  and  preservation. 


•The  2%  day  conference  will  be  preceeded  by  one  day  of  limited  attendance  work- 
shop sessions  on  Thursday,  1980  May  1. 
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INTERNATIONAL  PERSPECTIVES 

ON  STATISTICAL  DATA  FOR  THE  SOCIAL  SCIENCES: 

MAKAGEMENT,  TECHNOLOGY  AND  POLICY 


1980  May  2-A 


Uashlngcon,  DC,  USA 


[  I  I  am  not  sure  about  attending,  but  please  keep 
oy  name  on  your  mailing  list. 


I  I  Please  send  ne  registration  and  hotel  reservatlo 
forms  when  they  become  available. 

I  \    Please  send  me  more  Information  on  the  workshops 
preceedlng  lASSIST  1980. 

I  I  I  Intend  to  submit  a  paper  whose  tentative 
subject  is: 


PLEASE  RETUKN  THIS  PORTION  TO:   lASSIST  1980 
Suite  700 


1990  M  Street,  NW 
Washinoton,  DC   20036   USA 


OASAMIZIHG  COMtlTTEE 


PROGRAM  COMMITTEE 


Hlchael  R.  Leavltt,  Federal  Judicial  Center,  CHAIR 

Barbara  Aldrlch,  Bureau  of  the  Census 

Donald  F.  Harrison,  National  Archives 

Joci  Beddeshei>er,  Hational  Archives 

Nancy  McManus,  Social  Science  Research  Council 

Barbara  Noble,  Bureau  of  Social  Science  Resesurch 

Daborah  Poaerance,  DOAljibs 

Judith  Herdel,  National  Academy  of  Sciences 


Robert  F.  Teitel,  The  Urban  Institute,  USA,  CHAIR 
Katharine  Gavrel,  National  Archives  of  Canada 
Ekkehard  Hochnann,  Zentralarchlv,  FRG 
Per  Nielsen,  Dansk  Data  Arkiv,  Denmark 
Judith  S.  Rowe,  Princeton  University,  USA 


Program  Schedule: 

Intention  to  Suboiit:   November  1,  1979 
Paper  Submission  Deadline:   Jemuary  1,  1980 
Acceptance  Notification:   February  1,  1980 
lASSIST  1980:   May  2-4,  1980 


The  OrganlEing  Co^oittee  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  securing  special  travel  arrangements  for 
both  American  and  international  conference  peurticipants .   Full  details  will  be  given  at  a  later  date. 


lASSIST  1980  Conference 

Suite  700 

1990  H  Street,  NW 

Washington,  DC  20036 

USA 
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DATA  ARCHIVES  RETROSPECTIVE  AMD  PERSPECTIVE- 
N.  K.  Nijhawan 


It  is  sometimes  useful*  in  order  to  gain  an  understanding  of  the  prob- 
lems and  opporunities  for  data  archival  efforts*  to  review  the  experi- 
ences of  others.  Especially  the  problems  encountered  in  establishing 
archival  activities  In  "Third  World"  nations  may  be  illuminating  for  oth- 
ers* especially  those  used  to  the  general  level  of  technological  deploy- 
ment in  the  United  States  and  Europe.  N .  K.  Nijhawan  has  provided  a  des- 
cription of  current  machine  readable  data  archival  efforts  in  Inaia. 
Editor. 
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In  the  most  general  sense*  a 
data  archive  is  a  Library  of  data. 
Like  libraries  of  books*  which  con- 
centrate on  the  acquisition  and 
cataloguing  of  books  In  order  to 
make  them  accessible  to  the  aca- 
demic community*  these  institu- 
tions* known  variously  as  data 
archives*  data  banks*  data 
resources'  libraries*  etc.*  have 
been   set  up   for  the   acquisition* 
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♦Reprinted  from  ICSSR  Newsletter 
Volume  VIII  (3  &  4)*  October,  1977 
-  March,  1978*  pp.  1-7*  by  permis- 
sion of  N.  K.  Nijhawan. 


BACKGROUND 

The  V.K.R.V.  Rao  Commltte  which 
recommended  the  establishment  of 
the  Council  also  made  a  recommenda- 
tion that  one  of  the  functions  of 
the  Indian  Council  of  Social  Sci- 
ence Research  should  be  "to  develop 
and  supoort  centres  for  maintenance 
ana  supply  of   data."   In  pursuance 
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and   get  better   returns  from   this 
Infrastructure. 

Briefly  stated*  the  Council 
defined  the  functions  of  the  Data 
Archives  as  follows: 

1.  to  acquire*  organize  and 
maintain  social  science 
data  sets  1n  machine- 
readable  form  and  make 
them  available  to  inter- 
ested social  scientists 
for  re-use* 

2.  to  support  suitable 
research  institutions  in 
different  parts  of  the 
country  to  develop  simi- 
lar institution-based 
data  archives* 


FUNCTIONS 
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3.  to  develop  and  maintain  a 
computer  programme 
library  to  handle  the 
data  management  and 
retrieval  problems  of  the 
data  archives  as  well  as 
data  processing  and  ana- 
lysis of  problems  of 
social  scientists* 

4.  to  organize  training 
courses  in  survey 
research*  and  in  data 
processing  ana  analysis* 
with  emphasis  on  the  use 
of  computers  and  other 
mechanical  devices  and 
computer  programme  pack- 
ages ; 

5.  to  arrange  for  guidance 
and  consultancy  services 
for  social  scientists 
requiring  assistance  In 
data  processing  and  ana- 
lysis* 

6.  to  act  as  liaison  between 
official  data  producing 
agencies  and  social 
scientists   in   order   to 


lASSIST  Mewsletter,  Vol.  3,  No.  *»  (Fall  1979) 


incorporate  the  research 
interests  of  social 
scientists  in  data  gath- 
ering and  tabulation 
plans  of  these  agencies? 
and 

7.  to  establish  collabora- 
tive relations  with 
social  science  data 
archives  abroad. 

To  this  was  adaed  in  1976  the 
■function  of  compiling  a  National 
Register  of  Social  Scientists  in 
India  to  be  revised  per ioo i ca  I  ly . 


DAIA  ACQUISITION  AND  OiSSEMI NATION 

The  question  of  types  of  data  to 
be  acquired  by  the  Data  Archives 
and  the  sources  of  these  data  were 
first  taken  up.  Three  main  sources 
of  data  were  identified:  (a)  data 
generated  through  the  ICSSR-funded 
projects;  (b)  data  generated  by  the 
official  and  semi-official  agen- 
cies; end  (c)  data  generated  by 
scholars  working  in  the  research 
Institutions  and  university  depart- 
ments. Again*  keeping  In  line  with 
the  general  objectives  of  the  Coun- 
cllt  1t  was  decided  to  acquire  both 
survey  as  well  as  aggregate  data 
relevant  to  the  research  needs  of 
all  the  disciplines  falling  under 
the  rubric  of  social  sciences. 
However*  in  view  of  limited 
resources*  both  financial  and  oth- 
erwise* the  Council  laid  down  cer- 
tain priorities  and  gave  the  first 
priority  to  the  acquisition  of  data 
sets  generated  by  its  own  funded 
projects.  The  Council  being  one  of 
the  largest  single  social  science 
research  funding  bodies  in  the 
country  haa  at  the  time  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Data  Archives* 
funded  trore  than  300  projects  of 
which  nearly  5  0  per  cent  had  been 
completec.    Since  then*  the  number 


of  the  ICSSR  funded  projects  have 
more  than  doubleo.  It  is*  there- 
fore* quite  under s t anoab  I  e  that  the 
Data  Archives  established  by  the 
Council  would  have  a  regular  pro- 
gramme of  acquiring  and  preserving 
data  sets  generated  by  its  own 
funded  or o ject s . 

During  the  past  four  to  five 
years  about  55  data  sets  have  been 
acquired  by  the  Data  Archives. 
This  also  includes  about  ten  data 
sets  received  from  governmental 
agencies  and  other  researchers  who 
did  not  receive  funds  from  the 
ICSSR.  By  any  standard*  this  per- 
formance Is  not  quite  satisfactory 
though  understandable. 

It  should  be  appreciated  that 
the  pace  of  developments*  which 
appear  to  have  resulted  in  the 
growth  of  such  an  activity  else- 
where* took  a  late  start  in  India 
and  has  been  rather  slow.  The 
tradition  of  quantitative  research* 
based  particularly  on  secondary 
data  analysis*  is  relatively  new. 
A  very  small  number  of  researchers 
make  use  of  the  facilities  of  com- 
puter technology  and  other  mechani- 
cal devices  for  recording*  process- 
ing and  analysis  of  data.  The 
availability  of  the  hardware  and 
software  facilities  for  social  sci- 
ence data  processing  are  quite 
Inadequate.  .hat  Is  worse*  even 
the  meagre  facilities  available  are 
not  being  fully  utilized  because 
the  community  of  social  scientists 
is  not  oriented  to  and  trained  in 
the  use  of  these  facilities.  Con- 
sequently* the  majority  of  the 
scholars  continue  to  analyse  the 
data  through  hand  tabulation  and 
the  raw  data  collected  through  the 
field  sjrvey  are  rarely  transferred 
on  punched  cares.  Therefore*  only 
a  limitec  number  of  useful 
machine-readable  data  sets  are 
available  for  acquisition. 
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The  Inadequate  financial 
resources  of  the  ICSSR  have  been 
the  main  handicap  for  the  develop- 
ment of  this  programme.  These  dif- 
ficulties are  likely  to  continue 
for  quite  some  time  to  come.  Vast 
amount  of  financial  resources  would 
be  needed  to  help  these  institu- 
tions purchase  equipment  needed  for 
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the     data      organization     and  Young  teachers  and   Ph.D.   schoLars 

dissemination.    Additional   funds,  in  social   science  disciplines   are 

on  a   regular  basis   would  also   be  invited   to   participate   in   these 

necessa ry f or   carrying    out   other  courses  of   3  t o  A   weeks  duration, 

oata  archival   functions.    It   may  These   courses   have  proved   to   be 

not,  therefore,  oe  possible  for  the  quite   useful  and   are  expected   to 

ICSSR  to  provide  adequate  funds  for  continue, 
setting  up  full-fledged  institution 
based  data  archives.    However,  the 
Council  may   consider  providing   at 

least  some  funds  to  selectea  insti-  Gyj.DANC:  AND  CONSUklANCY  SERVICES 
tutions   having  a   large  volume   of 

good  data  for  upaating  and  organiz-  Quite   closely   associated   with 

Ing   data   and   for   preparing   the  the  programme  of   training  courses, 

necessary  documentation.   Once  this  the   Data   Archives    Initiated   in 

Is  done,  one  set  of  these  materials  1974-75  a   programme  for   providing 

may  be  made  available   to  the  ICSSR  guidance   and  consultancy   services 

Data   Archives  which   will  be   made  to  the  social   scientists  to  tackle 

responsible  for  the  data  dissemina-  their  problems   in  data   recoroing, 

tion  task.   Gradually,  these  insti-  processing   and  analysis   with   the 

tutions   can  be   developed  to   take  help   of  mechanical   devices.      In 

over   all  the   data  archival   func-  order  to  make  these  services  ava1l- 

tions.  able   to   social    scientists   near 

their  normal  places  of  work,  a  num- 
ber of  Institutions  have  been 
involved  In  this   programme.    Cur- 

lEiililNG  CC2UESES  rently,  these  facilities  are  avail- 
able,   besides  at   the  ICSSR   Data 

As  statea  earlier,    the  overall  Archives   through  (1)    the   Indian 

success  of   the  data   arthival  pro-  Institute  of  Management,   Calcutta; 

gramme  Is   closely  Llnkeo   with  the  (2)   the   Centre  for   the  Study   of 

growth   of  quantitative   techniques  Developing  Societies,    Delhi;   (3) 

in  social  science   research  in  gen-  the  Sardar  Patel   Institute  of  Eco- 

eral  and  use   of  mechanical  devices  nomic  and  Social  Research,   Ahmeda- 

in  data   processing  in   particular.  Daoi  ('t)  the  Centre  for  Development 

These   developments  will   generally  Studies,  Trivandrum;   (5)   the  Gok- 

depend  upon   the  overall   system  of  hale  Institute  of  Politics  and  Eco- 

higher   education  In   the   country.  nomics,   PoonaJ   and   (6)   the  Tata 

The  structure  of   university  educa-  Institute  of  Social  Sciences,   Bom- 

t1on  will  take  some   time  to  change  bay.    The   Scheme  Is   yet  to   gain 

and  respond  to  these  needs.   In  the  momentum  at  all  the  centres, 
meantime,   the   ICSSR  is   trying  to 
fill  this  void,  to  some  extent,   by 
organizing    training   courses    in 

research  -methodology    and   survey  COLLiBOR ATIJ^E  ELLAIlfiHS  Kilt!  fi*I* 

research   techniques.    Keeping   in  ARCHIVES  ABROAD 
line   with  these   objectives,    the 

Data  Archives   decided  to   organize  It   would   be   readily   admitted 

training  courses  in  the  application  that   the  data   archival   programme 

of   computer  technology   and   other  cannot  be  ceveloped  In  isolation  of 

mechanical  devices   in  social   sci-  the   developments   In    this   field 

ence  research  with   emphasis  on  use  abroad.    It  has   been,   therefore, 

of  computer   programme  packages   In  decided   that   the    Data   Archives 
oata    processing    and    analysis. 
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should     maintain     collaborative  publish  uDdatea  information  period- 
relations     with    similar     data  ically. 
archives  abroad  for  the  exchange  of 
Information*    data»   software   and 
even  data  archival  staff.   For  var- 
ious reasons,  not  much  progress  has  DATA  INF^RMATiON  SERVICES 
been  made  In  this  field. 

All   these   functions   discussed 

here   are  quite   Important  and   are 

proposed    to   be    continued    and 

NATIONAL  BE'^^STER  OF  SQ£I^L  further   strengthened  and   expanded 

SCIENTISTS  during  the   course  of  the   next  few 

years.  However*  these  alone  will 
In  the  beginning  of  1976»  the  not  be  enough.  The  scope  of  the 
Data  Archives  took  up  the  task  of  Data  Archives  needs  to  be  further 
co«p1l1ng  a  National  Register  of  broadened  for  providing  better  ser- 
Soclal  Scientists  in  India.  It  was  vices.  Systematic  steps  are  neces- 
also  decided  that  this  Register  sary  to  build  a  data  Information 
should  be  revised  periodically.  system  so  that  It  can  provide 
This  attempt  is  aimed  at  filling  referral  services  in  the  sources  of 
the  void  In  the  area  of  basic  and  social  science  data  In  addition  to 
comprehensive  Information  about  the  the  existing  programme  of  physical 
background*  research  Interests  and  acoulsition  and  dissemination  of 
contributions  made  by  the  social  important  data  sets.  Making  rele- 
sclence  community  in  India.  Ini-  vant *  clean  and  properly  documented 
tlally*  It  was  proposed  to  Include  data  available  to  the  interested 
In  this  Register  all  the  social  scholar  is  an  Important  task  no 
scientists  in  university  depart-  doubt.  And*  no  less  important  is 
ments*  colleges*  research  institu-  it  to  provide  Information  on  the 
tlons*  governmental  organization.  availability  of  relevant  data  to  a 
and  private  industry  ana  business  scholar*  even  if  the  Data  Archives 
and  to  cover  Anthropology*  Com-  might  not  be  In  a  position  to  ser- 
merce*  Demography*  Economics*  Edu-  vice  that  particular  data  to  a 
cation*  Geography*  History*  Inter-  researcher  at  a  particular  point  of 
national  Relations*  Linguistics*  time. 
Management*  Political  Science*  Psy- 
chology* Public  Administration*  In  order  to  systematically  build 
Sociology  (including  Criminology)*  a  meaningful  data  base  for  these 
Social  Work*  Communication  (includ-  services  two  programmes  are  pro- 
ing  Mass  Communication  and  Journal-  posed  to  be  initiated.  First,  we 
ism)  and  Law.  However*  because  of  plan  to  prepare  an  Inventory  of 
practical  difficulties  the  project  current  and  recently  completed 
had  to  be  limited  to  the  coverage  social  science  researches  in  India 
of  university  departments*  colleges  and  keep  this  information  up  to 
and  research  institutions.  The  date.  Specifically*  we  Intend  to 
first  volume  of  this  Register  com-  collect  Information  on  the  status 
prising  about  7*000  social  scien-  of  current  researches*  type  of  data 
tists*  information  regarding  whom  utilized*  method  of  data  collec- 
was  collected  through  a  mailed  tion*  processing  and  analysis, 
questionnaire  (covering  the  period  Efforts  will  be  made  to  cover  all 
up  to  December  1977)  will  be  ready  researches  whether  funded  by  the 
for  publication  soon.  It  is  pro-  ICSSR  or  not.  Second*  we  propose 
posed  to  keep  this  information  up  to  initiate  a  series  of  projects' 
to  date*    extend  the   coverage  and 
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for  preparing  inventories  on  the  Initially,  the  Data  Archives  had 
type  of  data,  periodicity  of  col-  decided  to  develop  this  software  on 
lection  publication  of  data  and  Its  own.  However,  not  much  coulo 
unit  of  observation,  etc.,  of  be  achieved  in  this  regard  for  var- 
soclal  science  data  generated  by  ious  reasons.  The  most  important 
official  agencies.  These  two  basic  reasons  being  non-availability  of 
sources  will  throw  open  such  a  vast  adequate  funds  and  skilled  man- 
reservoir  of  information  that  when  power.  Even  if  the  funds  were  to 
properly  classified  and  organized,  be  made  available,  the  problem  of  a 
would  prove  tremendously  useful  in  non-ava1 I abl 1 1 1 y  of  properly 
discharging  this  function.  More-  trained  programmers,  who  could 
overt  this  system  would  also  help  meaningfully  Interact  with  social 
the  data  archives  In  Identifying  scientists,  understand  their 
Important  data  sets  at  the  appro-  requirements  and  develop  the  soft- 
prlate  time  and  facilitate  their  ware  accordingly «  will  continue  to 
acquisition.  persist.   Therefore,  this  programme 

will  have   to  be   developed  over   a 

long  time.     In  the   meanwhile,   a 

beginning  in   this  direction   could 

B^y^^OPM^NT  2F  SSEIUARE  FACItiXX£§  be  made   by  preparing   an  inventory 

of  existing  social  science  computer 
As  has  been  emphasized  earlier,  programmes  1n  the  country  and  mak- 
all  the  data  archives  are  supposed  1ng  this  information  available  to 
to  acquire  machine-readable  data  the  Interested  scholars.  Such  an 
and  to  organize  them  in  such  a  form  Inventory  would,  decidedly,  Iden- 
as  would  make  the  data  retrieval  tify  gaps  in  the  availability  of 
and  dissemination  least  cumbersone  these  facilities,  both  cross-sec- 
and  time  consuming.  In  other  tlonally  and  in  different  problem 
words,  data  archives  would  gener-  areas.  Once  such  Information 
ally  acquire  raw  data  transcribed  beccnes  available,  the  gaps  that 
either  on  punched  cards,  magnetic  may  exist,  could  be  plugged  in  a 
tapes  or  any  other  mechanical  dev-  phased  programme  under  given  prior- 
Ice.  At  the  archives,  the  data  Ities. 
normally  have  to  pass  certain  'acid 

tests',    such  as   checks  for   wild  In  sum,   1t  may  be  recapitulated 

codes,    inconsistencies  In   coding  that  the  initial  period   has  been  a 

punching,   standardization   of  data  period  of   mixed  experience.     The 

formats  and  code  categories,   etc.,  achievements   during   this   period, 

before  they  become  ready  for  disse-  however,   outweigh  failures  despite 

mlnation.    For  all  these  tasks,   a  no  prior   experience  In   this  field 

data  archive  needs   relevant  compu-  In  the   country.    This   period  has 

ter   programmes  (software).     This  been   quite   significant    in   many 

software  is  used  for  data  cleaning,  ways.   During  the  period  the  neces- 

transformation,    organization   and  sary  1nf ras tuct ur e  has   been  built, 

retrieval.'   This  type   of  software  some  of   the  programmes  put   on  the 

is,   therefore,   necessary   for  the  ground   and   sufficient   experience 

ICSSR  Data  Archives.    In  addition,  gained  to  help  take   a  leap  forward 

the   Data  Archives   has  to   develop  during  the   course  of  the   next  few 

and  maintain  another   type  of  soft-  years, 
ware  if  It  proposes  to  cater  to  the 

statistical   data  processing   needs  However,   it   may  be   reiterated 

of  the  social   science  community  in  that  the  success  of  the  data  archi- 

the  country,  val  programme  in   the  country  would 

depend  on  the  proper  development  of 
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RECENT  HISTORICAL  STUDIES  OF  CRIME  AND  CRIME  CONTROL  IN  THE  UNITED 

STATES* 


Eric  H.  Monkkonen 


During  recent  years  there  has  been  a  growing  interest  in  quantitative 
research  in  criminology.  This  phenomenon  has  been  reflected  in  a  growing 
nutnoer  of  machine  readable  datasets  becoming  available  which  contain  var- 
iables of  interest  to  criminology.  At  such  times  it  can  be  helpful  for 
those  people  involvea  in  the  archiving  of  machine  readable  data  to  become 
at  least  aware  of  some  of  the  relevant  literature.  Monkkonen's  article 
is  a  readable  bibliographic  essay  in  the  field.   Editor. 
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•  Reprinted  from  Quant.um  Infqrma- 
lifin.  No.  11  (July  1979),  pp.  ~2-9. 
fiy^nlyffi  iDlsrinsliSD  ^s  a  publica- 
tion of  the  Association  for  Quanti- 
fication and  Methoos  in  Historical 
and  Sociological  Research,  Reinhard 
Mann,  editor.  QuQltyjE  iDlSIinialiOD 
is  published  in  West  Germany. 
Published  oy  permission. 
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and  prisons.  The  second  section 
deals  with  the  smaller  number  of 
works  covering  offenders  and 
offenses. 
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Unfortunately.  the  book  lacks  a 
major  unifying  thesis.  other  than 
the  constant  reform  of  corrupt  ana 
inefficient  police  departments.  At 
one  point  Walker  claims  the  police 
had  little  social  impact,  an  obser- 
vation'which  causes  one  to  wonder 
what  the  reason  for  their  study  is. 

Another  recently  published  book. 
Robert  Fogelson's  B1.a  CHx  Police, 
covers  much  of  the  same  ground  as 
Walker's,  but  with  a  more  intensive 
and  exclusive  focus  on  the  public 
image  of  the  police  and  on  various 
investigations  of  police  corruption 
since  the  1890s. [8]  The  strength 
of  Fogelson's  work  is  its  extensive 
use  of  primary.  non-quantitative 
materials;  as  a  place  to  look  for 
Quotations  and  policy  related 
statements.  it  is  unparalleled. 
However.  its  lack  of  a  rigorous 
conceptual  focus  makes  it  of  less 
interest  to  social  science  histori- 
ans. The  same  criticism  applies  to 
James  Richardson's  Urban  E.oi.i_£e  1_n 
Its  UQited  Siat.es.»  but  as  this  book 
lacks  the  massive  exploration  in 
primary  materials  of  Fogelson.  it 
is  of  less  use. [9]  And  another 
book*  which  just  appeared  as  this 
review  was  being  prepared.  shares 
the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of 
Fogelson's  book.  David  Johnson's 
EfiiiciDS  lil£  yrk^D.  Unde  r^jor  Id 
focuses  on  police  work  in  several 
different  cities  in  the  nineteenth 
century. [10]  Like  Miller's  work, 
the  Dook  contains  good  descriptions 
of  police  activities?  however.  it 
too  is  bound  with  naive  assumptions 
about  the  changing  incidence  of 
criminal  behavior.  These  assump- 
tions are  in  virtually  all  of  the 
books  described  above.  but  appear 
most  intrusively  in  Johnson's  book. 
The  line  of  argument  runs  like 
this:  crime.  "real  crime".  that 
is.  increased  per  capita  in  the 
nineteenth  century.  and  the  only 
natural  response  of  urban  dwellers 
was  to  create  uniformed  police  to 
"fight  crime".   The-evident  defects 
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A  fourth  book.  David  Rothman's 
Dj.s_cover^  of  the  *S.xi.ii!!!»  has 
received  more  popular  attention 
than  any  other  recent  book  relating 
to  the  history  of  crime  and  crimi- 
nal justice.  In  this  carefully 
conceptualized  book.  Rothman  pre- 
sents the  now  popular  social  con- 
trol thesis  emphasizing  that  the 
creation  of  prisons.  mental  insti- 
tutions and  other  kinds  of  asylums 
in  the  early  nineteenth  century 
came  from  an  optimistic  belief, 
unique  to  the  "age  of  Jackson." 
that  individuals  could  be 
remolded.  He  claims  that  the  fai- 
lure of  the  institutions  to  remake 
people  resulteo  in  a  quick  change 
of  reformatories  to  places  of 
incarceration.  warehouses  for  the 
deviant.  This  book  has  been  sev- 
erely criticized  by  both  those  con- 
cerned with  the  history  of  social 
control  and  those  interested  in  the 
history  of  social  welfare  institu- 
tions.[123  Both  argue  that  Rothman 
oversimplifies.  sensationalizes* 
and  isolates  the  development  of 
American  institutions  from  their 
European  origins.  Even  so.  his 
book  is  probably  more  widely  read 
and  cited  than  any  other  work  dis- 
cussed here.  As  a  result.  subse- 
quent research  on  reform  institu- 
tions has  been  forced  to  take  a 
stand  on  the   Rothman  thesis.    Ana 
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while  there  have  been  a  few  olsser- 
tatlons  on  prisons,  little  of  this 
work  has  yet  been  published. 
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A    recent    article    by    John 

Schneider  on   crime,   violence   and 

police   in  Detroit   asks  a   broader 

set   of   questions  over   a   shorter 

span  of   time  than  that   covered  by 

'Maniha.Cl'*]   Looking   at  a   thirty- 

:year  period   1n  the   mid-nineteenth 

century,    Schneider  takes   a   geo- 

i,graph1cal  perspective,  arguing  that 
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While  this  survey  has  been  brief  Buffalo    Police*     1872-1900: 

and   has  not   included   all  of   the  Labor  Unrest*    Political  Power 

work  of  importance,   it  should  sug-  and  the  Creation   of  the  Police 

gest  the  concerns,   questions,   and  Institution,"  Crijne   and  Social, 
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questions   more  often   reflect   the  1974)  119-133. 
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other  sessions  at  the  Annual  Con- 
■ference  of  the  American  Society  for 
Information  Science  (ASIS).  Every 
session  was«  if  you  will»  com- 
pletely sold  out»  with  standing 
room  only. 


During  October  and  November 
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d  share  Information  about  the 
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Part  of  the  reason  -for  so  Mttle 
attention  to  these  aspects  of  num- 
eric data  bases  lies*  I  think»  In 
the  way  that  most  Information  sci- 
ence and  library  professionals  have 
gone  about  responding  to  automated 
on-line  bibliographic  aata  bases 
and  services:  They  have  defined 
their  "sphere  of  responsibility"  as 
those  activities  of  Information 
transfer*  that  is*  the  physical 
process  by  which  the  information  is 
got  from  point  X  to  point  Y  (thus 
the  importance  of  protocols  for 
accessing  a  oata  base  and  the  Boo- 
lean operations  requlrea  to  con- 
struct a  search)  and  the  required 
response  to  a  user  in  order  to 
satisfy  his/her  search  for  informa- 
tion, Yetf  upon  reflection.  the 
questions  of  data  quality*  documen- 
tation of  the  data*  relevance* 
sources*  file  construction* 
retrieval  and  manipulation  should 
not  Se  outside  the  interests  ana 
concerns  of  these  professionals. 
In  the  same  way  that  the  quantita- 
tive social  scientist  ana  data 
ar c h i V  1  St / L i br ar i an  must  know  about 
the  underlying  conceptual  framew-rk 
that  created  the  data  file  and  he 
methodology  employed  to  carry  out 
the  data  collection  and  processing* 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  information 
specialist  who  deals  with  on-line 
data  oases  must  have  the  same  con- 
cerns about  the  bibliographic  data 
bases  with  which  he/she  works.  It 
seems  to  me  that  schools  of  Library 
and  information  science*  the  very 
institutions  in  our  society  where 
specialists  are  trained  to  respond 
to  information  needs*  must  consider 
reorganizing  their  curricula  so 
that  students  are  trained  to  under- 
stand better  the  meaning  of  infor- 
mation* the  process  by  which  infor- 
mation is  created*  and  the 
information  systems  and  structures 
necessary  for  transmission  of  the 
information.  Rather  than  simply 
learning  tools  and  procedures  for 
information-seeking*  students  must 
be    trained    to     evaluate    the 


information  with  which  they  deal. 
For  example*  it  is  the  concept  of 
information  retrieval  that  is 
important*  not  the  protocol  or  pre- 
cise search  algorithm  used  to  ret- 
rieve information.  It  is  the  pro- 
cess by  which  one  goes  about 
locating  and  identifying  informa- 
tion which  is  Important*  not  the 
name  of  such  and  such  data  base  or 
reference  tool. 
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Judith  Rowe»  U.S.  Secretariat;  Ed 
Hanist  Treasurer?  Sue  Dodd  and 
Uancy  McManus»  Administrative  Com- 
mittee memoers?  and  Sharon  Henry* 
Lucinda  Conger*  ana  Vivian  Ses- 
■s  i  ons  . 
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A  third  problem  frequently 
alluded  to  was  the  unavailability 
of  fufding  resources  for  social 
science  1n-'ormat1on.  Funds  are 
limited.  Projects  are  designed 
whose  scope  Is  Large*  but  the  funds 
provided  for  Implementation  are 
Insufficient  for  the  magnitude  of 
the  task.  As  a  result*  no  matter 
the  good  intentions  of  the  project 
investigator*  Little  of  value  is 
produced • 
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then,  is  to  provide  a  framework 
within  which  these  individuals  can 
participate  and  can  apply  their 
expertise  to  the  outstanding  number 
of  problems  faced  by  their  user 
communities. 

With  this  in  mind,  a  number  of 
recommendations  which  were  put 
forth  at  the  end  of  the  Conference 
are  directly  relevant  to  this  dis- 
cussion: <1)  Relationships  between 
the  organizations  which  now  parti- 
cipate in  an  inchoate  and  disorgan- 
ized information  system  should  be 
examined.  (2)  Comprehensive  inven- 
tories of  on-going  research-re  I e- 
vant-to-the-social  sciences-infor- 
mation  systems  should  be  developed. 
(3)  Assessment  (evaluation)  of  com- 
pleted and  ongoing  projects  must  be 
carried  out  to  determine  the  extent 
of  utilization,  information  bene- 
fits, and  cost-effectiveness.  (4) 
Reference  tools  for  facilitating 
the  transmission  of  social  science 
information  across  national  boun- 
daries (including  thesauri,  dic- 
tionaries, classification  schemes) 
must  be  developed.  (5)  Schools  of 
library,  irchlval,  and/or  informa- 
tion science  and  training  program- 
mes in  developing  countries  need  to 
be  encouraged  to  strengthen  the 
social  science  components  of  their 
curriculum.  (6)  Appropriate 
instructional  aids  must  be  devel- 
oped which  are  transferable  and 
adaptable  to  different  audiences  In 
different  environments.  (7)  An 
international  social  science  infor- 
mation training  centre  should  be 
established  to  provide  complete  and 
ongoing  education  and  research 
opportuni t ites.  (8)  To  improve  the 
quality  of  education  in  the  area  of 
social  science  information,  (a) 
mechanisms  need  to  be  established 
to  encourage  scholarly  evaluation 
and  publication  of  analyses  of  pri- 
mary and  secondary  oata  bases  and 
(b)  innovative  training  programs 
should  be  encouraged   which  provide 
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mechanisms  tor  learning  exchanges 
between  developed  and  developing 
countrlest  to  improve  Information 
science  technologies  and  the  use  of 
Infornatlon  science  products  to 
achieve  deveLopment  goals. 

Lest  I  leave  you  readers  with  a 
somewhat  pessimistic  view  of  the 
social  science  Information  system* 
let  me  turn  to  two  meetings  which  I 
attended  during  November  where  con- 
cerns about  the  quality  of  educa- 
tion In  social  science  and  the  pro- 
ducts of  efforts  to  Improve  the 
quality  of  education  were  central 
Issues.  The  first  was  the  Biennial 
Meeting  of  the  Official  Representa- 
tives of  the  Inter-university  Con- 
sortlua  for  Political  and  Social 
Research  (ICPSR)  (Ann  Arbor*  Michi- 
gan); the  second  was  the  Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Data  Organiza- 
tions-sponsored Invitational 
Sealnar  on  Data  Teaching  Packages 
for  the  Social  Sciences  (University 
of  Waterloo*  Ontario*  Canada). 
What  follows  Is  a  report  on  what  i^ 
happening  that  1_£  good  news. 
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are  creating  an  excitement  every- 
where and  are  making  it  possible  to 
incorporate  new  methods  and  tools 
into  the  social  science  Instruc- 
tional program.  The  meetings  In 
Ann  Arbor  and  Waterloo  were  indica- 
tions of  how  much  progress  the 
social  science  disciplines  have 
made  (although  there  remains  an 
enormous  task  ahead):  Professional 
social  science  associations*  such 
as  the  American  Political  Science 
Association*  the  International 
Social  Science  Council*  and  private 
and  public  foundations  have  commit- 
ted themselves  to  a  program  of 
social  science  education  which 
incorporates  the  use  of  primary 
data  and  user-or lented/f riendly 
software  and  hardware.  While  the 
goals  have  differed  (one  goal  being 
understanding  the  substantive 
nature  of  a  particular  social  sci- 
ence discipline?  the  other  goal* 
computer  literacy  [and*  of  course* 
a  mix  of  the  two])*  and  there  are 
many  questions  raised  about  the 
appropriateness  of  certain  pedagog- 
ical techniques  and  about  the 
transfer  of  data  pack  ges  across 
national  boundaries*  It  does  appear 
that  the  social  science  Information 
professional  is  on  his/her  way 
toward  meeting  some  of  the  program- 
matic objectives  of  a  more  dynamic 
information  system  whose  networks 
and  participants  contribute  to 
knowledge-producing  Information. 
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numeric  data  are  going  to  play  a 
critical  role  in  the  social  policy 
formationt  research,  and  evalua- 
tions processest  we  must  work  to 
develop  a  more  systematic  approach 
to  the  organization  and  dissemina- 
tion of  information  about  data  and 
of  the  data  themselves.  Just  how 
we  are  to  go  about  this  should  be 
among  our  principal  concerns  as 
members  of  lASSIST. 


I*SSXST  Structuret  Committees  1 

Per  Nielsent  Vice  President 

Based  on  the  lASSIST  Newsletter 
Repof t  Irom  t h^  Annua  I  Conference 
Id  Sttaii  Tl978  May  7-10>t  discus- 
sTons  wTth  lASSIST  members  (incl. 
several  Administrative  Committee 
members)t  a  "survey"  among  lASSIST 
Committee  Chairpersons  and  Action 
Group  Coordinatorst  a  proposal  con- 
cerning the  future  lASSIST  struc- 
ture is  outlined  below. 
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At  the  substance  levelt  ACTION 
GROUPS  and  INTEREST  GROUPS  are  pro- 
posed in  response  to  the  problem 
many  former  Action  Groups  have 
reported:  They  start  from  scratch 
at  every  Annual   Conference  because 
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so    many   new    people   come    In.    A^m J.Qi jt^£aj.i^£  CaEElliSS  'A£> 
Interest  Groups  are   the  less  ambi- 
tious ones;   they   serve  the  Impor-       The  AC  1s  the   governing  body  of 
tant    function   of    disseminating    lASSIST.     Mandate  and   procedures 
Information  within   their  substance    concerning  the   AC  are   Included  in 
area  to   Interested  members   and  to    the  Constitution  of  lASSIST.    (The 
be  discussion   fora  at   Annual  Con-    March     1978    Constitution     was 
ferences.   New  Action  Groups  (and  I    Inserted   in    lASSlSI   N£wji£ti£r» 
propose   Action  Group   rather   than    Vol.  2«  No.  1  (Winter  1978)).    The 
Select  Committee)  may  be  offsprings    AC  establishes  ad  hoc  Committees  as 
from  Interest  Groups ;    the  ambition    needed*  e.g.  Organizing  and  Program 
with  Action  Groups   (that  may  count    Committees  of  lASSIST  conferences. 
only  a  few  people)   is  £roduc£:    A 
well-defined   product*     financial 
support*  a  tight  time  schedule*  and 

Ye£^    committed   individuals    are    Standing  £ommiiiee_£  (SC) 
prerequisi t ies  to   a  production   of 

articles*  monographs*       Ejt  atliitlOlfelll  •     SCs   S.tiaL.1.   be 

state-of-the-art    seminars*     and    £ll.3.kLiS.!l£^   2A  needgd   bas.ed   u£on 
other  products   targeted  towards   a    decisions  of  the  AC. 
constituency   much  wider   than   the 

present  lASSIST  membership.  Il§.!ll2.l£'     The   intlal   outline 

mandate  is  developed   into  a  detail 

In  the  upcoming  Annual  Reports  mandate  by  the  SC;  the  detail  man- 
from  existing  Action  Groups  should  date  is  subject  to  approval  by  the 
be  included  a  proposal  to  the  AC.  The  mandate  shall  be  communi- 
Administrat 1 ve  Committee  concerning  cated  to  the  membership  (in  the 
future  status.  Some  Action  Groups  Annual  Report)  no  later  than  one 
are  dead*  others  may  prefer  to  stay  year  after  the  establishment  of  the 
rather  unambitious  in  an  Interest  SC. 
Group   capacity?   we   do  have   very 

product -or  1  ented  groups  thank  good-  !l£.lfe£.LS,tlltl«  Each  SC  shall  have 
ness*  that  should  apply  for  contin-  one  designated  member  of  the  AC* 
ued  Action  Group  status,  and  we  may  and  the  SC  chairperson  shall  be 
have  groups  where  a  few  individuals  appointed  by  the  AC.  Special  mem- 
can  commit  themselves  to  w££k  in  an  bership  requirements  may  be  defined 
Action  Group*  leaving  space  for  an  by  the  AC  for  each  SC. 
Interest  Group  in  the  same  area. 

E£B2tllDS-    See  General  Report- 

lASSIST  has  to  be   more  product-    1ng  Principles, 
oriented*   thus  also  offering  ener- 
getic   members   the    professional       l££!DlDall£Q'    SCs   may  be   dis- 
merit  which  is  associated  with  pro-    solved  by  the  AC. 
duction.     The  structure   outlined 
below  is   hoped  to   facilitate  this 
necessary  product-orientation. 

Acilon  G£OUE£  (AG) 

£Slafei.iS.tll!l£Ill«  A  minimum  of 
three  lASSIST  members  (incl.  iden- 
tified Coordinator)  may  apply  to 
the  AC  for  AG  status  or  may  be 
designated   as   an  AG   by   the   AC. 
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Mandate  and  AG  Coordinator  and 
membership  constitute  the  basis  for 
an  AC  decision. 

Mjnjiats:  The  mandate  shall  be 
consistent  with  the  overall  lASSIST 
objectives*  The  mandate  shall  be 
very  specific  with  regard  to 
resource  Inputt  financial  support 
needed*  production  output*  and  dis- 
semination/publication of  AG 
results  -  -  all  Items  to  be  speci- 
fied on  the  calendar  time  dimen- 
sion. 
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Rypyrt 1"fli  Status  reporting  in 
accordance  With  the  General  Report- 
ing Principles.  Substance  report- 
ing (publication)  shall  be  negoti- 
ated with  the  SC  on  Publications. 

l£EllQallaD*  AGs  are  dissolved 
(or  moved  to  the  Interest  Group 
level)  upon  completion  of  the  man- 
date or  by  decision  of  the  AC. 


Inl£££&i  ££gMPg  <!£> 

Establishment  I  A   minimum   of 

five  lASSIST  members  (incl.  identi- 
fied Coordinator)  may  apply  to  the 
AC  for  IG  status.  Mandate  and  16 
Coordinator  and  membership  consti- 
tute the  basis  for  an  AC  decision. 


possible  output . 

MSlbtLitlii*  ^^^  membership  may 
come  from  one  or  several  lASSIST 
Regions*  a  minimum  of  five  members 
Is  required.  The  16  Coordinator  is 
responsible  for  mandate  fulfill- 
ment* for  reporting*  and  for 
maintenance  of  an  16  member- 
ship/mailing list. 

££tl£LtiE3'  Status  reporting  In 
accordance  with  the  General  Report- 
ing principle.  Possible  substance 
reporting  shall  be  negotiated  with 
the  SC  on  Publication. 

IfitlllDatlfiD'  *Gs  are  dissolved 
upon  completion  of  the  mandate  or 
in  case  of  inactivity  by  decision 
of  the  AC. 


ks.ns.Lii.  E£Qficilna  tLS-isiuLs. 

A  written  Annual  Report  is 
required  from  all  Committees  and 
Groups  to  the  AC.  The  annual 
reporting  procedure  falls  in  three 
parts: 


1. 
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Mandate:  The  mandate  shall  be 
consistent  with  the  overall  lASSIST 
objectives*  associated  work  plans 
shall  be  specified  with  emphasis  on 


During  a  seven  week 
review  process  (in  the 
AC;     among    interested 
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;i-        members  having   requested  fled  in  detail*    thus  facilitating 

the  draft  Report  from  the  coordination     between      Commit- 

author  at  the  Annual  Con-  tees/Groups  as  well   as  easing  lAS- 

ference)   revisions   will  SIST  members*  decisions   whether  to 

be   incorporated    and   a  Join  a   certain  Committee/Group   or 

final   Annual  Report   for  not.    Focus   on  output   (products) 

each  Committee   and  Group  and  input  (work  load)  over  a  calen- 

will  be  available.  aar    time. 

3.   The  Annual   Reports  shall  Longer   l£rm    EiSDl   shall    be 

be  printed?    abstracted*  included   In  the   Annual  Report   to 

or  (as  a  minimum)   refer-  the  extent  they   are  known.    Focus 

enced    in   the    iASSiST  on  products. 
^£iiii£tl££     Immediately 

TolTowing  the  Annual  Con-  UQ.    L*1E.E.  lUAM  12M  I1*S.CH  2.fi.  Com- 

ference.    If   the  Annual  mittee  Chairpersons  and  Group  Coor- 

Report   is  not   published  dinators   shall   disseminate   their 

in   totot    it   shall   be  Annual    Report   to   Administrative 

available  from  the  author  Committee  Members  and  to  other  lAS- 

to   IASSIST    members   on  SIST   members   upon   request?    the 

request.  final   review  (including   decisions 

concerning  Interest  vs.  Action 
Groups)  will  take  place  during  the 
IASSIST  1980   Annual  Conference   in 

Tlnnua  I  Report.  £.om£oneni_s,  Washington*  0C»  1980  May  1-4. 

ManjJ^t£   of  the   Committee/Group 
Is  an   obligatory  component   of  the 

Annual   Report    for   new    Commit-  NEWS  OF  RELAXED  ORGANISATIONS 
tees/Groups  and  in  cases  where  man- 
date  changes   have   occured   since  £oEI!!itt.S£  2l  Eyrficean  Sgclai^ 
last  Annual  Report?    for   all  Com-  Scj.£Q££ 
mittees   and   Groups*   at   Least   a 

reference  to   the  mandate   shall  be  Minutes  provided  by 

included.  E.  Mochmann 

Eaal  1S.S.L   E.£Ii££l   shall   stress 
the   endeavours    of   the    Commit- 
tee/Group  by   reporting   work   via  European  Statistics 
mail   correspondence  and   in   work- 
shops* seminars*  training  sessions*  The  European  social  science  data 
etc.    --  ending   with  an   inserted  archives  are   exploring  the   possi- 
resume  (in   the  final   version)   of  bility  of  obtaining   the  release  of 
discussions   at  the   latest   Annual  the   EUROSTAT  time   series  data   to 
Conference.    The  Past   Year  Report  CESSDA  members.    EUROSTAT  is  will- 
section  contains  a   list  of  Commit-  inc  to  release  any   tables  from  its 
tee/Group   Members   (mailing   list)  holdings  on  a  fee  basis.   Raw  data* 
and  a   list  of  papers   and  publica-  however*  will  not  be  released*  alt- 
Iticns  produced  -  incL.     a  note  on  hough   there  are   internal   differ- 
ic 1 rcu I  a t i on/present  at i en   of    ejch  ences  with   respect  to   this  point, 
[paper /pub  I i cat i on.  Information  about   EUROSTAT  can   be 

Obtained   oy   subscribing    to   the 

E.i£st  Year  Pions  bhuU  be  speci-  EURCSTAT  Bulletin   (write  EUROSTAT, 
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c/o  Ms.  LAHURE,  BoUe  postale  1907,  Marcia  TAYLOR  of  the  Social  Scl- 

Luxembourg).   [For  further  Informa-  ence    Research     Council    Survey 

Hon  aoout  European  time  series  and  Archive  (Essex  University)  has  been 

survey  data,  the  reader  Is  referred  1n    contact    with    the    British 

to  Eyrocean  Pflj  1 1 1  c?^  QsXS.    U.S.mk£.i.'  Library,   which  Indicates  an  Inter- 

1.S.L       'for   discussions    on   various  est   In   Incorporating   Information 

European   statistical    series   and  about  MRDF  In   their  BLAISE  system, 

surveys.]  The   SSRC  Survey   Archive  has   Just 

completed  their  new  directory  and 
1s  about  to  develop  a  retrieval 
system  for  Its  sutdles  based  on  the 

Information  Retrieval  and  the  Study  UNESCO  Social  Science  Thesaurus. 
Description  Scheme 

The  Archlvio  Dat1  e  Programml 
Attention  continues  to  be  paid  Per  Le  Scienze  SodaU  (ADPSS)  In 
to  developing  Information  retrieval  Milan,  the  Belgian  Archives  for 
systems  for  describing  the  contents  theSodal  Science  (BASS)  In  Lou- 
of  machine  readable  data  files  valn-la-Neuve,  Stelnmetz,  and  the 
<MRDF).  Per  Nielsen  and  Ekkehard  Survey  Archive  will  Join  In  a  test 
MOCHMANN  reported  on  the  status  of  of  the  SD.  Per  NIELSEN  will  pro- 
the  Study  Description  (SD)  scheme  vide  them  with  a  SD  form  and 
The  Danish  Data  Archives  (DDA)  uses  Instructions.  Within  six  weeks,  at 
In-house  developed  PLl  programs  for  least  five  studies  one  of  which  1s 
seqentlal  lls'ting;  the  Zentralar-  In  English  will  be  completed  bythe 
chlv  (ZA)  at  Cologne  employs  the  archives.  DDA  or  ZA  will  return  a 
ZAUB  programs  for  listing,  synoptic  computer  printout  for  these  SDs. 
tables,  and  retrieval.  At  a  recent  If  the  test  Is  evaluated  success- 
Meeting  In  Cologne,  Jorgen  Grosbol  fully,  the  programs  can  be  obtained, 
from  the  DDA  suggested  adapting  the  on  request  from  DDA  or  ZA. 
ZAR-ret rieva  I  routines  for  study 
description  retrieval  needs.  This 
project  Is  now  underway  at  the  DDA. 

The  Stelnmetz   Archives  (Amsterdam)  Codebook  Standards 
employs  the   RIQS-system  [developed 

at  Northwestern  University's  Vogel-  The  ROISTACHER  £lii£   MaDliai  Ifil 

beck   Computing    Center]   for    SD  MaihlDi   Readable   Da^a   Fiisi   and 

retrieval  and   uses  the   same  Stan-  Jbe^  r  Ea£U!!!£Dlall£Q   (U.S.   Govern- 

dard  Study  Description   scheme  for-  ment  Printing   Office,   forthcoming 

mat  as  DDA  and  ZA.    Elliott  AVEDON  1980)    1s  being   circulated   among 

from  the  Leisure   Studies  Data  Bank  CESSDA    members.     Maria    UIEKEN 

(LSDB)   has  expanded   the  SD  scheme  reported   that  ISR   and  ZUMA   (West 

to   cover  leisure   studies   catego-  Germany)    follow    a   standardized 

r1es.    Modifications   of  the   ZAUB  routine  to  prepare  machine  readable 

program   Is  underway   to  cover   the  codebooks  before   they  begin   field 

LSDB  extensions.  research  for  a  particular  study. 

Sue  DODD's  suggestion  for  Incor-  ADPSS,  the  Norwegian  Social  Scl- 
poratlng  a  bibliographic  citation  ence  Data  Archives  (NSD),  and  Ste- 
in the  SD  scheme  [see  lASSIST  News-  Inmetz  concentrate  on  preparation 
l£ii£L  3(3)]  has  been  accepted.  SPSS  files  with  labels,  frequen- 
Henk  SCHRIK  of  Stelnmetz  Archives  cles,  and  a  copy  of  the  question- 
will  provide  CESSDA  members  with  naire  as  documentation  for  the 
information  on  how  to  compose  the  user.  DDA  and  ZA  use  the  OZPRINT 
bibliographic  citation  in  the  SD.  program   for   the    preparation   of 
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machine  readable  codebooks.  CESSDA  De v e L opuen t  Office  has  completed 
members  will  continue  examination  the  first  draft  of  a  new  MARC  for- 
of  standards  for  machine  readable  mat  for  machine-readable  data 
documentation  the  coming  meeting.      files.     Interested    persons   are 

invited   to  review   this  draft   and 
provide   comments   or   suggestions. 
Copies   of   this  document   will   be 
Cross  National  Projects  available  on  request   from  the  Net- 

work Development  Office*  Library  of 
E.  HOCHMANN  has  prepared  a  first  Congress*  Washington*  D.C.  20540 
draft  for  a  CESSDA  invent.ori  of  after  January  2*  1980.  Deadline 
£££S,i  National  Stjjdies  (version  for  submitting  comments  is  March 
0.0.7  97r?79T7  All"  members  have  31. 
agreed  to  compile  a  list  and  to  dis- 

tribute  the  List  to  CESSDA  members  This  format  is  the  latest  in  a 
at  the  end  of  October  1979.  Crite-  series  of  formats  for  machine-r ead- 
ria  for  inclusion  1n  this  last  are  able  bibliographic  records  that 
(1)  machine  readable*  (11)  European  have  been  Published  by  the  Library 
stud  I  es^(  1 1 1  )  primary  data.  The  of  Congress.  The  format  structure 
folLowing  information  for  each  follows  the  American  National 
study  Is  recommended:  title*  year  Standard  for  Bibliographic  Informa- 
of  project*  year  covered*  nations  tion  Interchange  on  Magnetic  Tape 
covered*  principal  Investigators  (ANSI  Z39. 2-1979)*  Issued  by  the 
International  coordinator*  data  American  National  Standards  Insti- 
source*  type  of  data*  number  of  tute. 
cases*  data  format*  and  applica- 
tions. The  format   for  machine-readable 

data  files   has  been   compiled  with 

the  assistance   of  a   working  group 

composed  of  Barbara  Aldrlch*  Bureau 

University  of  {i llnojs  i92i  of  the  Census;   Betty  Beh*  National 

A  L  l  g  c  t,  2  n  Conference  Technical  Information  Service?  Ross 

Cameron*  National  Archives  and 
The  University  of  Illinois  Grad-  Records  Service;  Sue  Dodd*  Social 
uate  School  of  Library  Science  has  Science  Data  Library*  University  of 
announced  that  the  topic  of  the  North  Carolina*  Chapel  HILL; 
1980  AlLerton  Conference  will  be  Charles  Dollar*  National  Archives 
concerned  with  the  archiving  of  and  Records  Service;  Ann  Fox*  Des- 
machlne  readable  data.  Those  wish-  crlptive  Cataloging  Division* 
Ing  more  Information  should  contact  Library  of  Congress;  Mary  Kay  Gan- 
Ms.  Kathleen  Helms.  Her  address  ning*  Automated  Systems  Office* 
and  phone  number  may  be  found  on  Library  of  Congress;  Carolyn  Geda* 
the  Inside  front  cover  of  this  Inter-University  Consortium  for 
Newsletter.  Political  and  Social  Research;   and 

Warren  Glimpse*   Office   of  Federal 
Statistical   Policy  and   Standards* 
U.S.   Dept.    of  Commerce.     Other 
filHER  [iLkS  2£  iNIL£E.iI  working  group   members  were   Eliza- 

beth Herman*  Research  Library* 
Library  2.1  Conflress.  Com£l.et.es  Draft.  University  of  California  at  Los 
of  New  Marc  For.fr  at.  Angeles;   Paul  Lagueux*   Council  on 

Library  Resources;   Harold  Naugler* 
The  Library  of   Congress  Network 
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Public  Archives  Canada;  and  Deborah  data  and  in  particular  contains  a 
Pomerancet  DUALabs.  The  working  large  number  of  holdings  in  the 
group  is  chaired  by  Lenore  Maru-  fields  of  political  sclencet 
yama*  Network  Development  Office,  sociology,  education,  social  admin- 
Library  of  Congress.  The  working  istration  and  planning.  The  major- 
group  will  review  the  comments  ity  of  surveys  available  relate  to 
received  for  possible  incorporation  post-war  Britain,  or  to  Britain  in 
in  the  format  at  its  next  meeting  a  comparative  context;  they  include 
in  May  1980.  the  "classical"  academic  studies  as 

well  as  irore   recent  major  academic 

surveys,   and  commercial  surveys  of 

Interest  to  social  scientists  (e.g. 

illfe  ££D£US  lli££2dlll  ^^^    regular   opinion  polls).     The 

Archive  contains  large  holdings  of 
The  1976  version  of  the  Public  Government-sponsored  surveys. 
Use  Sample  Tape  Files  from  the  Gen-  including  the  Family  Expenditure 
sus  of  Population  and  Housing  will  surveys*  the  General  Household  sur- 
be  available  in  the  near  future,  veys  and  the  1971  and  1966  Census 
probably  at  the  end  of  June*  1979.  ward  library  data.  The  most  recent 
A  brochure  briefly  describing  the  inventory  of  Archive  datasets  is 
content  of  the  files  and  the  proce-  available  at  your  institution's 
dures  for  ordering  them  can  be  library;  an  up-dated  Abbreviated 
obtained  from  CANSIH  Division.  Guide  nay  be  obtained  free  of 
Orders  and  general  inquiries  should  charge  from  the  Archive, 
be   directed  to   Suzanne   Gallloux. 

For  technical  and  subject  matter  Two  types  of  Fellowships  are 
questions  contact  Russell  Page.  offered:  one-year  Visiting  Fellow- 
Both  of  these  persons  can  be  ships  and  •internships*  of  any 
reached  at:  duration  from  one   to  three  months. 

Fellows   are  provided   with:     (1) 
CA^SIM  DIVISION  office   facilities  and   a   personal 

STATISTICS  CANADA  service   of   technical   advice   and 

OTTAUA,  CANADA  data  management  (but   not  data  ana- 

KIA  0T7  lysis)   from  the 

Telephone:   (613)  996-3424  Archive's   staff,   (1i) 

access  to   all  the   Archive's  hold- 
ings (subject  to   the  normal  condi- 
tions imposed  by  depositors),  (Hi) 
Visiting  Fellowship  SstlESS  1960/61     the  storage   and  processing   of  the 

Fellow's  own  data  sets,   (iv)   free 
Social  Science  Research  Council      access  to  the   University's  comput- 
Survey  Archive  Visiting  Fellowship     ing  facilities  and  services. 

The  Archive  is  not  in  a  position 

The  Survey   Archive  now   invites  to  provide   the  Fellow's   salary  or 

applications  to   its  Visiting   Fel-  any  secretarial  or   research  assis- 

lowship  scheme   for  1980/81,    from  tance  and  applicants  are  encouraged 

social   scientists    interested   in  to   explore   the   possibilities   of 

undertaking   either  substantive   or  obtaining  grants  to  meet  such  costs 

methodological   research   based   on  from  their  home  institutions, 
the  Archive's  holdings.   The  Survey 

Archive  is  Britain's   largest  repo-  Fellows   may   be  asked   to   give 

sitory   of  machine-readable   survey  some   regular   seminars    or   class 
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Appl Icat lonst  with  a  deadline  of 
March  31st  1980»  and  a  curriculum 
vltae  should  be  addressed  to  The 
Olrectort  SSRC  Survey  Archive* 
University  of  Essex*  ylvenhoe  Park* 
Colchester*  Essex*  Appointments 
will  be  announced  by  April  15th 
1980. 


university  si   Madrid 

The  University  of  Madrid*  with 
the  sponsorship  of  several  other 
organizations*  the  International 
Federation  for  Inforratlon  Process- 
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News  A^£jit  Pgople 

Maria  WI EKEN-M AYSER *  formerly  of 
the  Zent ra larchi V  fur  Emplrlsche 
Sozl alf or schung  at  the  University 
of  Cologne,  has  accepted  a  position 
at  the  European  University  Insti- 
tute (Badio  Plesolana*  via  del  Roc- 
cettlnl*  50016  San  Domenico  d1  Fle- 
sole*  Italy).  She  will  be 
responsible  for  administering  the 
Library/archive  for  the  EUI. 
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international  association  for  social  science 
information  service  and  technology 
{'association  internationale  pour  les 
services  et  techniques  d'information 
en  sciences  sociales 


OBJECTIVES 

Encourage  tnti  support  the  ejtablcshment  at  local  and  national  levels  of  information  centers  for  data  bate  reference,  main- 
tenance, and  dissemination 

Foster  international  dissemination  and  exctiange  of  information  on  significant  developments  in  information  centers  for  statistical 
and  textual  mactimereadable  data  bases 

Coordinate  on  an  international  level  programs,  projects,  and  general  procedural  efforts  wtiicfi  provide  an  international  forum  for 
ttw  discussion  of  problems  relating  to  information  centers 

Promote  XUt  developrr>ent  of  professional  standards  and  encourage  tfte  establishment  of  trainir>g  for  data  center  personnel 

ACTIVITIES  AND  MEMBER  PARTICIPATION 

Memfjers  participate  in  Action  Groups  organized  to  address  problems  in  tfie  following  areas:  Data  Archive  Registry.  Data 
Archive  Development.  Data  Acquisition,  Data  Documentation,  Classification,  Process  Produced  Data,  and  Data  Organization 
and  Management 

The  Action  Group  activities  include  developrT>ent  of  a  registry  of  data  libraries,  archives,  and  information  services,  wrriting  of  a 
guide  to  providing  social  science  data  services  for  research,  policy  and  planning  purposes,  development  of  standards  for  data 
acquisition.  docunr>entation  of  sample  survey  and  process-produced  data,  bibliographic  control  and  citation  of  social  scier>ce 
machine-raadable  data,  and  the  relationship  of  study  design  to  data  management;  ar>d,  creating  a  directory  of  catalogues 
which  list  machirfc-readable  data  files 

Other  activities  include  regional  and  international  workshops,  conferences.  Kminars  and  trainir^  tnsions. 

PUBLICATIONS 

lASSIST  Newiietnr:  A  quarterly  publication  on  activities  relating  to  tt>e  production,  acquisition,  preservation,  processing, 
distribution,  and  utilization  of  machine-readable  data  m  the  international  social  science  community 

lASSIST  Conference  Proceedings 

MEMBER  BENEFITS 
lASSIST  Mnvs/ierrer 

S.S.  Ota:  A  Newtiener  of  Social  Science  Archival  Acquaitkym  (a  quarterly  publication  from  ttw  University  of  Iowa,  describirtg 
social  science  data  acquisitions  around  the  world) 

Special  rates  on  otfxr  lASSIST  publications 


